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cases is somewhat less than one to two. This is for the most part unobjection- 
able, for if the law is clear it may perhaps as well be illustrated by English as by 
American decisions. It would seem, however, questionable whether the student 
should not, on so important a point as the question of when possession passes 
in larceny when the transfer is under a mutual mistake (p. 206), where the law 
is not yet clear, have had his attention directed to the American decisions. So, 
the proposition that "a conviction could probably be obtained for an attempt to 
incite, or an attempt to conspire " (p. 75), makes no reference to either English 
or American decisions. So, in the question of the necessity of retreat in the case 
of homicide in self-defense (p. 95), where the American decisions are in decided 
conflict, there is no reference either to them or to the magazine articles on the 
point. In one instance a citation has been made of the decision of a lower 
court (p. 75, People v. Gardner, 73 Hun (N. Y.) 66), overlooking the fact that 
the case was reversed on appeal (People v. Gardner, 144 N. Y. 119). 

Taking the work by the large, however, for what it is, an elementary treatise, 
it is good. The American cases that are cited are chosen with discrimination, 
the statements as to American law are accurate, and the additions to the text 
skilfully made. H. A. b. 
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In this book the author presents the workings of the machinery of criminal pro- 
cedure in New York City. He handles, however, questions and conditions that 
are sufficiently general to make the book's appeal more than local. His experi- 
ence as an assistant district attorney in New York County especially fits him for his 
task, and puts at his command a plentiful supply of interesting anecdotes, en- 
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ously unconscious of the extent of his ignorance. Some sane philosophizing 
and a reasonable amount of salutary criticism accompany his exposition, and 
serve to point out fairly the strongholds, the weaknesses, and the needed reforms 
in our present system of criminal procedure. 
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